This atlas details the gross and histological differences between mice and human beings. This text is linked to expertconsult.com for convenient web access; the speed of finding text or images is relatively swift, and the quality of the images is very good. As a veterinary pathologist interacting with researchers studying human diseases, this text is a terrific resource that is long overdue. Although much of the mouse and human pathology can be obtained from other sources, this is the first time the material has been compiled into a single reference. I have often wished to have this sort of comparative information readily available both for myself and for the researcher. Although there are some issues that are typical of most first edition texts (occasional inconsistencies in format, etc), these are not significant enough to detract from the overall value of the book.
The text is well written and divided into 23 chapters addressing each of the organ systems as well as basic techniques and approaches to evaluating mouse models. Each chapter begins with a general introduction to the organ system and its function(s) followed by detailed descriptions of the anatomy and histology. Each anatomic region within the organ system is subdivided and discussed both at the anatomic and histologic levels with diagrams, tables, and images. Although the target audience is experienced histologists and pathologists, the text occasionally digresses into details that seem more suited to a basic histology text (although distracting, it does not detract from the overall value). The image quality in the atlas is excellent, and there are many diagrams and tables summarizing comparative anatomy and histology for a given organ system. One feature I particularly liked were the ''Need-to-know'' bullet points that highlighted specific differences between the mouse and human, which were located adjacent to the figures. In general, the bullet points clearly identified the species for which the points were intended. Occasionally, however, the species was not defined and had to be ascertained from the figures with which it was affiliated. Overall, this much-needed atlas is of high quality, both in its images and in its text, figures, and tables. I feel that this book is a great reference and would be an excellent addition to any mouse pathologist's library.
Editor's Note: This book review, as is standard practice with Veterinary Pathology, was not solicited nor did its content involve Dr P. Treuting, our book review editor as she is a co-editor and a contributing author to the reviewed book.
-C. Alden
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